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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
l isting of Claims; 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for dynamically updating softwar e an operating system 
component prior to installation of the operating system component on at least one 

destination machine , oaid ooftware being otorod on ono or moro inotallotion modia and being 
adapted for installation on the destination machine from the installation modia , said method 
comprising: 

identifying update content related to the operating system component before 

installing the ooftware operating system component on the destination machine from *e-oneor 
more installation ™*Hi» o piating system c o mponent being stored on the installation media 
and being adapted for installation on the destinat ion machine from the installation media ; 

obtaining the identified update content from one or more update media, said update 
media being remote from the destination machine; 

merging the update content with the software operating system component stored on the 
installation media to create anupdated ^.raring system component before installi ng 

the updated operating system component on the destination machine; and 

installing the updated noting system component on the destination machine. 

Claim 2 (original): The method of claim 1, wherein obtaining update content comprises 
obtaining update content from one or more media remote from the destination machine via a 
network. 

Claim 3 (original): The method of claim 2, wherein the network is the Internet. 

Claim 4 (original): The method of claim 1. wherein the update content includes at least one file. 

Claim 5 (original): The method of claim 1. wherein the update content includes a patch. 
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Claim 6 (cunently amended): The method of claim 5, wherein the patch modifies the software 
operating system component on the installation media prior to installation on the destination 
machine. 

Claim 7 (original): The method of claim 1, wherein the update content includes a driver for 
controlling hardware on the destination machine. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein identifying the update content 
comprises analyzing hardware or software or both on the destination machine. 

Claim 9 (original): One or more computer readable media having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method recited in claim 8. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the software operating system 
component comprises operating system software or application program software or both. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein merging the update content with 
the -^n p g y fi tem component comprises one or more of the following: patching, 

replacing, and adding to the software oremlinp system component on the one or more 
installation media. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, further comprising extracting at least one 
file from the update co ntent the inflation of the operating system compone nt. 

Claim 13 (original): The method of claim 1, further comprising pre-processing the update 
content in preparation for installation. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , wherein the software operating system 
component comprises one or more files, and wherein installing the updated software operating 
c yztem component on the destination machine comprises: 

searching the update content for each of the files; and 
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searching the one or more installation media for each of the files not found in the update 
content. 

Claim 1 5 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , further comprising specifying a key in a 
registry to automate installation of the updated software operating system component . 

Claim 16 (previously presented): One or more computer readable media having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method recited in claim 1 . 

Claims 17-26 (canceled). 

Claim 27 (currently amended): One or more computer-readable media having one or more 
computer-executable components for dynamically updating software an operating system prior to 
installation of the *Aftwa ra operating system on a destination machi ne, huid a o ftwar o being otorert 
u n an inatallation medium and being adopted for installation on tho domination moohino from th e 
installation medium , said components comprising: 

a publishing component for identifying update content related to the software .operating 
system stored on the installation medium before installing the software operating system, sa id 
nperatin p system beinp stored on one or more installation media and being adapted for 
installation on the destination machi ne from the installation media; 

an updating component on the destination machine for obtaining the update content 
identified by the publishing component from a source remote from the destination machine, said 
updating component further applying the obtained update content to the software operating 
system to update the software operating system prior to installation of th e updated operating 
system on the destination machine softwar e; and 

an installation component for installing the updated softwar e operating system on the 

destination machine. 

Claim 28 (previously presented): The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further 
comprising a repository component for storing the update content and delivering the update 
content to the updating component. 
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Claim 29 (original): The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein a communications 
medium connects the updating component and the repository component. 

Claim 30 (original): The computer-readable medium of claim 29, wherein the communications 
medium is the Internet. 

Claim 31 (original): The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the update content 
includes one or more files selected from a group consisting of drivers, replacement files, and 
patches. 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the update 
content comprises one or more files, and wherein the updating component includes routines for: 

analyzing hardware or software or both on the destination machine; 

requesting at least one of the files related to the analyzed hardware or software or both; 

receiving the requested files; and 

applying the received, requested files to the software .operating system on the installation 
medium. 

Claim 33 (original): The computer-readable medium of claim 32, wherein the routine for 
analyzing hardware or software or both on the destination machine comprises a routine for 
gathering meta-data information to identify the files to be requested. 

Claim 34 (original): The computer-readable medium of claim 33, wherein the meta-data 
information is selected from a group consisting of SKU, version information, connection speed, 
processor information, and a flag to indicate an upgrade installation or a new installation. 

Claim 35 (canceled). 

Claim 36 (currently amended): The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the update 
content supersedes the *>ftw<*e operating system on the installation medium during installaUon. 
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Claim 37 (previously presented): The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the 
publishing component verifies the update content. 

Claim 38 (currently amended): A system for dynamically updating fieftwag e an application 
program prior to installation on at least one destination machine, said system comprising: 

means for identifying update content relating to ^se^wa^ application program stored 
on one or more installation media, said application program being adapted for 

installation on a destination machine; 

means for obtaining the update content identified by the means for identifying from one 
or more update media, said update media being remote from the destination machine on which 
the s oftware application program is to be installed; 

means for merging the update content obtained by the means for obtaining with the 
softwa re application program on the installation media to create anupdated fleftwa**_a ppHcation 
program , said updated softwar e application program being created before the software 
application program is installed on the destination machine; and 

means for installing the updated s^ftwa^e ap plication program on the destination 
machine. 

Claim 39 (currently amended): The system of claim 38, wherein the software application 
program comprises operating system softwar c - or application prog r am software or b<»& . 

Claim 40 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the software application 
program comprises a first plurality of files, wherein the update content comprises a second 
plurality of files, and wherein installing the updated ^wa^ application program on the 
destination machine comprises replacing one or more of the first plurality of files with 
corresponding files from the second plurality of files. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the obtained update content 
comprises one or more files, and wherein merging the update content comprises adding the one 
or more files to the softwa re application program . 



PAGE 7114 1 RCVD AT 8/16/2005 3:50:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVRiUSPTO-EFXRF-6129 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:3142314342 1 DURATION (mm-s$):04-30 



AUG- 16-2005 TUE 02 = 55 PM SENNIGER POWERS 



FAX NO. 3142314342 



P. 08/14 



7 MS#1 64036.02 (MSFT 4933.1) 

PATENT 

Claim 42 (previously presented): The method of claim 8, wherein obtaining the identified 
update content comprises obtaining, from the one or more update media remote from the 
destination machine, update content specific to the analyzed hardware or software or both on the 
destination machine. 
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